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achievements, even his theory of fetishism, have been
forgotten, viz. the names Australia and Polynesia.

Another book by the same author, more often
quoted than read, is his 'Trait^ de la Formation
mfeanique des Langues,' published in 1765. This is
a work which, though its theories are likewise anti-
quated, well deserves a careful perusal even in these
heydays of comparative philology, and which, particu-
larly in its treatment of phonetics, was certainly far
in advance of its time.

Between his book on Eastern Voyages and his
treatise on the Mechanical Formation of Language,
lies his work on the Worship of the Fetish Deities,
which may rightly be described as an essay on the
mechanical formation of religion, De Brosses was
dissatisfied with the current opinions on the origin
of mythology and religion, and he thought that his
study of the customs of the lowest savages, particu-
larly those on the west coast of Africa, as described
by Portuguese sailors, offered him the means of a more
natural explanation of that old and difficult problem.

* The confused mass of ancient mythology/ he
says,c has been to us an undecipherable chaos, or a
purely arbitrary riddle, so long as one employed for
its solution the figurism of the last Platonic philoso-
phers, who ascribed to ignorant and savage nations
a knowledge of the most hidden causes of nature,
and perceived in a heap of trivial practices of gross
and stupid people intellectual ideas of the most ab-
stract metaphysics. Nor have they fared better who
tried, mostly by means of forced and ill-grounded
comparisons, to find in the ancient mythology the
detailed, though disfigured, history of the Hebrew